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Our Mission Our Vision

Our Values Our Goals

To create opportunities and 
environments for foster youth 
and their families to thrive.

To be the most innovative, valuable and inclusive 
partner in creating community-based support for youth 
and families in the foster care system.

We find a way to say “Yes” to those in need 

and build on the strengths of those we serve. 

We are solution oriented with a commitment 

to integrity, excellence, inclusiveness, 

diversity, and accountability.

 

We take holistic approaches with measurable 

and lasting impacts. 

We deliver on our commitments with 

compassion, respect and humility. 

To ensure every child has a loving family placement capable of 

meeting their emotional, physical and psychological needs—

through targeted outreach and training initiatives for foster 

parents.

To eliminate placement disruption and systemic recidivism 

within the foster care system—through comprehensive, 

on-going support of youth and families across all realms of 

the child welfare system.

To improve long-term outcomes of youth involved in the 

foster care system—through steadfast and strategic 

investment in enrichment programs that bridge gaps 

between publicly available resources and those elements 

essential to a healthy, happy and rewarding childhood. 

Tidewater Friends of Foster Care

Organization Overview
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As I reflect on 2022 and all the undertakings, successes, challenges, changes, and personal journeys of those involved in the child 
welfare system, I find one thing that remained steadfast this year—the unwavering support from our community for children 
and families involved in the foster care system. From the individual donor, to the large foundations and from the social workers 
on the front lines to broader state initiatives, all have been united in working to better the outcomes of children and families 
in foster care. For me, a former foster parent, an adoptive parent of two children from foster care, and a child advocate, this is 
particularly heartwarming and hope inspiring. 
	 I often find myself feeling rather gloomy after watching the evening news these days, with the overwhelming amount of 
discord in the world, but when I think about all these unpublicized acts of benevolence, I know we are collectively united in our 
efforts to make a difference. We have more in common than what the nightly news tells us. We want our friends, neighbors 
and communities to be healthy and happy and we are willing to do what it takes to make that a reality. Take for example Giving 
Tuesday for 2022, which was the largest collective Giving Tuesday on record, with $3.1 Billion raised in a single day in the US. 
That is an amazing statement of concern for our fellow citizens—and animal, and environment, and important causes—and 
moreover, a cooperative effort to make a difference. What I see in reflecting on 2022 is that benevolence is what unites us, 
and that is something to celebrate, certainly so, for the children and families involved in the foster care system that were the 
recipients of the generous support of our donors this year. 
	 In this year’s annual report, you will find updates on TFFC programs and their outcomes in 2022, along with stories of 
inspiration that exemplify that incredible support our community offers youth in foster care. We served 832 foster youth, 646 
at-risk or underserved youth, and touched more than 700 families with our programming in 2022. We invested over $900,000 in 
creating opportunities and environments for children and families to thrive, helping students excel in school, youth improve their 
health and wellness, teens transition to productive adulthood, and families become more stable. 
	 To all our donors, partners, volunteers and staff who have joined us throughout the years in making a difference in the lives of 
foster children, I express my deepest gratitude. To all the professionals who have dedicated their careers to serving the vulner-
able within our community, you have my sincere appreciation for all you do. To all the foster youth, foster parents, and families 
involved in the foster care system, I commend your strength, resiliency and dedication to family and you have my promise that 
TFFC, along with all our supporters, will be there when you need us. 

Sincerely, 

Audra Bullock
President, Tidewater Friends of Foster Care

Audra Bullock
President

LETTER from the PRESIDENT
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Kate Powell
Director of Development for Tidewater Arts 
Outreach, and foster parent, Norfolk

TaShara Bailey
Director, First Star Old Dominion University 
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Adoptions Supervisor 
Foster Care & Adoption Unit, Norfolk 
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BéBé Tran
Foster Parent Specialist II, 
Commonwealth Catholic Charities

Melvin Roy
Foster Care Alum and Founder of 
Foster U

OUR BOARD & OFFICERS
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The State of Foster Care
At the end of 2021 we reported that the numbers of youth entering foster care in Virginia was in a decline 
due to shifts in child protective services reporting that resulted from the COVID-19 pandemic. In 2022 we 
saw the numbers of youth being placed in care begin to rise again. At the end of 2022 there were 5111 
children in care, a 4% increase over 2021, bringing the population of youth in care back to the pre-COVID 
levels of 2019. In total, more than 7200 youth were involved in the Virginia foster care system throughout 
the year. Despite increases in the number of youth entering foster care, Families First legislation remains 
an impactful priority at the state and federal level, allowing for greater preventative services and favoring 
placement with kinship families. 
	 Here is some insight into the reporting that leads to the overall number of children in foster care. In any 
given year around 50,000 youth in Virginia will be reported on and involved in an investigation of maltreat-
ment or other issues. About 3,300 of these children will receive services in their homes as a result of that 
investigation, while 2,600 will enter the foster care system. In addition, 80% of all youth entering care do so 
for reasons of neglect or parent drug use—situations where pointed resources can make a huge impact—as 
opposed to physical or sexual abuse, which would require immediate separation for the safety of the child. As 
such, there are many more youth who are living in environments that simply need improvement than those 
who need to enter foster care because of imminent and life-threatening danger. Families First legislation 
allows for more in-home services for these youth, with the aim of preventing the trauma of a separation from 
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their primary caregiver—an Adverse Childhood Experience that can have myriad negative health impacts as 
they age. 
	 Of the children involved in the foster care system in 2022, nearly 60% lived with non-relative foster 
parents—this is what one traditionally thinks of as a foster parent. With the Families First initiative, placement 
with relatives while in foster care are on the rise and approximately 10% of foster children this year lived with 
a relative while in foster care. Just over 14% of youth were placed in independent living arrangements—these 
are older teens who are able to live on their own with supervision and support—while almost 500 children 
were placed in congregate care (group homes and residential facilities) at some point during their stay in 
foster care, spending an average of 22 months there, without day-to-day connection with a family.
	 Over 2100 children exited the foster care system in 2022, spending an average of 24.3 months in care. 
Approximately 340 children were placed permanently with a relative other than their parents, after an average 
stay of 7 months in foster care. Nearly 600 children were reunified with their parents, with an average stay in 
foster care of 12.6 months, while over 700 children were adopted, with this group spending on average 26 
months in foster care before the adoption was finalized. Sadly, 420 foster youth emancipated from or aged 
out of foster care, at 18 years old, having spent an average of over 32 months in foster care.
	 Teens still remain over-represented in care, with 47% of all youth in care being 13 or older. Teens tend 
to stay in care longer than their younger peers. Teenagers are also less likely to find permanency, either 
by returning home or being adopted, and are more likely than their younger peers to be in congregate 
care. These youth often face disconnection, making wrap-a-round and community-based services, like the 
TFFC tutoring program, particularly important. This is one of the reasons that in 2022 TFFC extended the 
duration of our services indefinitely to youth who exit care, so that we can be a constant pillar of support 
for youth who may not have anyone else to rely on.
	 Over representation of Black children in foster care continues to be an issue of focus. At the time of this 
report, over 39% of the children in Virginia foster care were Black, Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC), 
with 27% being Black. This compares to a general population that is 33% BIPOC and 19% Black. This 
directs us to focus more of our resources on recruiting foster parents of color and providing resources to 
historically underserved communities to help prevent entry into care. In this regard, we have expanded our 
partnership with Communities in Schools to serve more youth in Title I schools, and have looked westward 
towards Richmond, the largest foster care population in the state. 
	 As we turn our sights to the Central Virginia region, Richmond and surrounding localities, we see 
that trends there were different during COVID-19, where the foster care population increased by 13% 
at the end of 2020, before falling back to their pre-COVID numbers at the end of 2021. TFFC has begun 
serving youth in Central Virginia through our partnership with Commonwealth Catholic Charities, an 
organization that serves international and refugee youth whose custody is held by the federal government. 
This population faces unique challenges, and for us that has meant increasing our supply of English as a 
Second Language (ESL) tutors to help transition these youth to the United States’ educational system. As 
this is a new population that we are encountering—these children are not counted in the VDSS foster care 
numbers—we are unable to speak to trends, but we look forward to serving them moving forward. 
	 Permanency remains the forefront goal of foster care. The number of youth who remain over 5 years in 
care has dropped since 2010, and now only 15% of youth remain in care for longer than 3 years. While that 
is a good decrease, we hope to see those numbers drop even further as new foster and adoptive families 
open their homes so we can prevent youth from languishing in care. Currently, 1700 youth are awaiting 
loving adoptive homes in Virginia. 
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Tidewater Friends of Foster Care provides one-on-one, in-home academic support to help foster youth 
overcome learning gaps caused by family disruption. We hire the very best private tutors that go into the 
home (or instruct one-on-one via live virtual instructional platforms), so that parents are not required to 
provide transportation and so that children can establish a healthy studying environment at home. Our 
tutors are highly-qualified, professional educators, contracted competitively to guarantee that our kids are 
getting the best tutoring services with accountability and retention—our goal is to ensure that our tutors 
lend not only to academic progress, but the overall stability of the lives of the children we serve.
	 Through this program we provide free professional tutoring from Pre-K to College, including vocational 
studies and GED certification. We offer this service to foster care students while in care and, new this year, 
throughout the rest of their academic journeys. Yes, we now tutor until our students have completed their 
academic goals, whether that be a high-school diploma, post-secondary certificate or degree, or graduate 
studies—TFFC is staying the academic course with them.
	 We reached two truly significant milestones this year with our tutoring program: we provided our 
30,000th hour of individualized instruction in October and enrolled our 500th student in December! These 
numbers represent an incredible effort from tutors and their students and a lasting investment in long-term 
outcomes for young adults with lived experience in the foster care system.
	 Nationally, youth in foster care have significantly poorer educational outcomes than their non-foster care 
peers. According to the Annie E. Casey Foundation, they are over 30% less likely to complete high school and 
as much as 90% less likely to obtain a college degree. A significant driver for this shortfall is instability: Foster 
youth are twice as likely to have excessive absences and 3 times more likely to be expelled than their peers. 
By 18 years old, over 1/3 of foster youth have experienced more than 5 school changes. This instability 
coupled with the physical, emotional and behavioral challenges that exist for foster youth resulting from a 
history of maltreatment impede them from prospering. 
	 The TFFC Tutoring Program is aimed at assisting these students to break through these barriers and excel 
in school. Our model works, because our tutors developed meaningful and supportive relationships with 
their students, acting as positive role models and unwavering educational advocates. More than 90% of the 
active seniors in our program have graduated from high school, with 93% of our students have promoted 
grade levels and this past academic year, 79% of our students passed every class*—with our support to 
overcome the academic barriers, our students are thriving! (*Students with 4 or more tutoring sessions).

TUTORING

Our Program Updates
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in college, and I will gladly do so for as long as I can be helpful. Emma is a success story, and I 
believe she will continue to be one.

James—17 years old in high school
James came into foster care just before Thanksgiving of 2021, 2 days after his 16th birthday. He 
had not attended school since 7th grade. After spending one month at a local high school, he was 
considered to be a sophomore and placed in 10th grade classes. He was enrolled in the TFFC 
tutoring program in late December and paired up with a tutor to help with math and English. 
His tutor quickly realized there were major issues with his math skills… there were fundamental 
gaps and he did not know his times tables.  With assistance from TFFC’s tutoring program, James 
successfully completed his classes and was promoted to the next grade. 
From James’ tutor, Dhiann Geier
James was not a natural math student. He was, however, a natural writer.  He answered essay and 
short answer questions thoughtfully.  I learned something new every time I read his writing—a new 
way to think about a reading assignment from his teacher. He read every book I lent to him. He 
understood Shakespeare and wrote wonderful stories for his own pleasure. 
	 While we concentrated mostly on math when we worked together, we also talked about 
how to raise your hand to ask a question in class.  When he had a question or concern about an 
assignment or a grade, we emailed the teacher together.  James had to learn that he needed to 
check his assignments each night and that he needed to get them submitted on time. Through our 
time together, he learned how to be a good student and how to advocate for himself.
	 He now knows his times tables, and he is now solving equations and inequalities.  He knows 
square roots, factoring, exponents, and the basics of geometry.  I gave him math homework at 
every tutoring session, and I gave a lot of it, and he completed it every single time.  In fact, he 
would give himself extra homework, on top of the work I gave him.  
	 This young man finished his sophomore year with all A’s and is now taking Honors English.
With the support and guidance of an incredible foster mom, this young man has taken full 
advantage of what TFFC has provided to him. And I’m confident he is on his way to a happy, 
successful life.

Emma—19 years old, enrolled in college
Emma was enrolled in the TFFC tutoring program shortly after she entered foster care at the end 
of her junior year with failing grades. Like so many foster youth, she was not attending school 
on a regular basis and was unmotivated, disorganized and lacked self-confidence. She began 
working one-on-one with a TFFC tutor and was able to promote to 12th grade. As Emma and her 
tutor worked together, rapport was built and magic happened! Emma started to enjoy reading, 
complete school assignments on time, keep a schedule, and develop a positive attitude about 
school. She even started thinking about her future. Her grades dramatically improved and she 
received straight A’s her senior year and graduated high school on time! Emma is currently 
enrolled in her second year of college and is working a part time job. 
From Emma’s tutor, Ms. Xochilt Bermudez 
Emma and I first started working together in April 2020. When we first got started, she was failing 
most of her classes. We had to work really hard, even spending some late nights trying to catch 
her up. I tutored her in English, history, forensics, and her personal finance class. There was so 
much to do in every class! I remember the TFFC Tutoring Administrator, C.B., asking me if we really 
worked until midnight a few nights, and we really had! I reached out to her guidance counselor 
and some of her teachers to see what the major assignments were; we all worked together so 
Emma could pass 11th grade and graduate high school the following year. Graduating on time 
was very important to her, so I did everything I could to help her. The following year, I tutored 
her in English and history and we just kept working hard. She surprised herself with the A’s she 
earned her senior year and she made me proud. I knew she had that in her all along and it was 
my pleasure to help her see that for herself. 
	 Emma and I have continued to work very hard to make sure she is successful in college. She 
is a very determined young lady, so that makes my job easier. Her current goals are to graduate 
with an associate’s degree, and then continue for her bachelor’s degree in photography. She is 
also considering a minor in performing arts and/or business; she has an interest in both. We 
have discussed a possible dual major so that she can accomplish everything she wants to do. 
	 What impresses me the most about Emma, is that she never gives up. She continues to press 
through the challenges she faces. I felt very honored that she wanted me to continue to tutor her 

How did our students do in the 
2021-22 Academic Year?

187 Students
Received 1 or more hours of tutoring

168 Students
Received 4 or more hours of tutoring

41 Students
Received tutoring services after exiting foster care

6730 hours
of instruction with students

Outcomes 2021-22 AY for Students 
with 4 or more tutoring hours

93% 89% 79% 100%
Promoted Passed all tutored subjects Passed all classes Seniors graduated on time!

GENDER

50%	 Female
50%	 Male

AGES

39%	 4-11 years old
21%	 12-14 years old
40%	 15-21 years old

ETHNICITY

59%	 Black
27%	 White
10%	 Multi-Race
4% 	 Other/Unknown

Names of the students have been 
changed to protect their identity
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OUTREACH Outreach is one of the most important avenues of long-term advocacy we undertake for youth in foster 
care. Our goal is to recruit a surplus of loving foster parents that will be ready and willing to take in 
children entering foster care, so that no child goes without a family placement. We then aim to support 
these parents so they stay the course with a child for the duration of the foster care custody case, however 
long it takes and wherever it may lead. Our outreach work doesn’t stop there, though. We work to engage 
supporters, volunteers, donors and community members in a level of awareness that can meet all the 
needs of the local foster care community. We educate, inspire and engage people from all walks of life to 
make a difference for children and families in their time of greatest need. From finding foster parents for a 
child entering care to providing a birthday gift for a child already in care, TFFC is there to ensure the needs 
of all foster children are met responsively and reliably!
	 Foster parent recruiting is a long game. It requires a process of training, engaging, supporting and 
cultivating individuals and couples, emotionally and intellectually, on a journey that lasts from months to 
years. It is not a simple process and for many people, it is a very involved journey of deep introspection, 
even for those who feel called to help these children. That’s why TFFC has taken a Village approach. We 
enable our community to show up and help in whatever capacity they can; we invite them to learn about 
these children, their families, and their needs in ways that are comfortable; and we guide those who are 
interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a foster parent on a supportive journey, with others 
considering the same, to a decision that works for them. 
	 Foster parenting is not the only way to make a lasting impact, though. There is room for everyone 
to make a difference in a child’s life and this is the focus of our Foster Care Aware Events each May for 
National Foster Care month. New in 2022 was the publication of four new digital resource guides on how 
to make the most of advocating: 1) for those thinking of fostering, 2) for existing foster parents 3) for social 
workers and 4) for community volunteers and supporters. With our Foster Care Aware events, our outreach 
campaign, and digital resource guides we reached nearly 4000 people.
	 We also held two in-person events this year to celebrate families in all their forms. The goal of these 
events was to educate, develop community, and celebrate those making an impact for the children 
involved in the foster care system. The first event in May—National Foster Care month—at Smartmouth 
Brewing Company was great fun for all. There was a festival type atmosphere for the whole family, with 
live music by the Love Monsters, bounce houses, learning and activity stations, and much more. The 
second event was held in November at the Cedar Point Country Club in honor of National Adoption Month 
to celebrate the Chosen Family—those who have intentionally chosen to embrace, nurture, love and 
support children regardless of birth or relation. Here we had guest speaker Lakysha Laing who shared her 
experience as a foster youth and a member of a chosen family through her adoption. Both of these events 
highlighted the fact that families come in all forms and Love is what truly makes a family.
	 Our Prospective Parent Program (PPP), which helps guide people through the decision process of 
becoming a foster parent, grew even stronger this year, providing the emotional support and accountability 
needed to thrive throughout the process. Through the PPP, prospective parents join a community where 
they learn skills and tools to help them navigate the system, choose a licensing agency, and connect with 
other people on similar journeys. Prospective Parents have their questions answered by professionals and 
other parents, and are paired with a personal coach so they can talk through the ups and downs and get 
the support they need throughout the whole process. 
	 Our goal is to bring more people into the sphere that cares for these children and their families and 
support them throughout this incredibly important journey.
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FosterCareAware.org RESOURCE WEBSITE LAUNCH

EVERGREEN RESOURCES, HELPFUL GUIDES and
BUILDING A STRONGER COMMUNITY

All results are accurate as of 12/31/2022 • Visit FosterCareAware.org to learn more, and get information about how you can help.

3790 PEOPLE
REACHED 
ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA

50 Social Worker Guide Downloads
24 Foster Parent Guide Downloads
21 Community Member Guide Downloads
13 Prospective Parent Guide Downloads

107 FAMILIES
RESPONDED

Live Music
Delicious Brews
Face Painting
Bounce House
Family Fun
Impactful Speeches3 H   URS of

Celebration of Families in All of Their Forms  IN-PERSON COMMUNITY EVENT

108 TOTAL 
DOWNLOADS932

UNIQUE PAGE VIEWS
10+
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES

TOP 5 COUNTRIES
United States

Canada
United Kingdom

Mexico
Brazil

478
TOTAL SITE VISITORS

394
UNIQUE SITE VISITORS

57%
BOUNCE RATE

104 APPLICATIONS
SUBMITTED

The announcement
of Social Worker
YMCA Memberships! 
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES Extracurricular activities are so important to the whole health of a child. They inspire kids to get out and be 
active, develop and refine social and interpersonal skills, and generally make for better spirits for everyone 
involved. This is particularly so for kids in foster care, many of whom need this kind of stress release. That’s 
why TFFC supports extracurricular activities for youth in foster care and since 2016 we have supported over 
677 separate activities for 336 kids in foster care of all ages. From swimming to singing lessons, and from 
dance to drum lessons, we’ve helped foster kids engage in healthy and enriching activities that will benefit 
them over the long run. In 2022 we supported 277 activities for 134 youth—a record year for us! 
	 We’ve also continued our partnerships with the YMCA of South Hampton Roads and the Virginia 
Peninsulas to offer Y memberships to our foster youth and their families. This year, TFFC sponsored 183 
YMCA family memberships for 296 foster youth and 763 family members across Hampton Roads. These 
incredible partnerships make it possible to leverage the most benefit for the youth and families we serve, 
helping to keep them healthy, happy, and engaged throughout the year! 
	 A tremendous Thank You to our YMCA partners. They have gone above and beyond to give our foster 
youth and their families a place for respite, healthy activities and embraced belonging.

Birthdays and holidays can be hard for kids in foster care, who are away from their families on these special 
occasions. State and Federal funds are prohibited from being used to purchase gifts for children in foster 
care. That’s why local departments of social services look to community partners to provide resources for 
gifting programs for the youth in their care. TFFC is proud to be the largest community provider of birthday 
and holiday gifts to foster care agencies in Hampton Roads and it’s all thanks to our big-hearted supporters 
who make sure every foster youth—from infants to young adults—are acknowledged with gifts! 
	 In 2022 we had 548 sponsors who helped us celebrate birthdays and holidays for 714 foster youth 
and 646 at-risk youth, fulfilling 2041 wish lists for a grand total of nearly $170,000 in gifts provided. This 
was a year that truly filled our hearts with joy to have touched so many children in such a meaningful and 
personal way.
	 We send a BIG THANKS to our Friends at Suburban Capital, who donated space at the Pembroke Office 
Complex in Virginia Beach for our Holiday Project this year, where a literal sea of presents was collected for 
all the youth we serve. It was a sight to behold! 
	 We also send BIG THANKS to all of the sponsors, volunteers, donors and social workers who took part 

GIFTING PROGRAM
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in the 2022 Gifting Program and made the holidays merry and birthdays special for over 700 families 
through their benevolence! From purchasing and wrapping to organizing and delivering, our supporters 
made a tremendous impact in the community. The children and families served through this project are 
incredibly appreciative of this warm generosity.

Camp is a normalizing activity for kids in foster care—an opportunity to be peers, to have fun, to build 
friendships and social skills, all the while taking their minds off the hard situation they face in foster 
care—and an opportunity for respite for parents. Camps of all kinds were in extraordinary demand this 
year. Through the incredible support of our generous donors, TFFC sponsored 297 camp sessions for 125 
campers in 2022. That’s a record-breaking camp season for TFFC and a 20% growth from the previous year. 
We not only sent children to camps during the summer, but new to the program this year, we also added 
school’s out camp and winter break camps to the mix. Campers got to experience overnight and day camps 
including Camp Silver Beach, Camp Red Feather, D’Art Camp, Paddleboard Camp, Volleyball Camp, and 
many, many more. This year presented a truly amazing experience for the kids and families we serve. 
	 We send a special thanks to the Philbin Family and the E. C. Warehiem Foundation for sponsoring so many 
of our kids to attend the best camps in Hampton Roads—the joy these camps have created is remarkable! 

CAMPS
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A huge THANK YOU!!! for this opportunity. I’m 

seeing a lot of growth with peer interaction, learning 

new songs, arts and crafts and even picking up bugs. 

So grateful for the opportunity!!!

Patricia

Thank you so much! You have made R’s summer 

possible! She loves the YMCA camp, but we couldn’t 

afford the entire summer. Thank you for everything 

that you have done for R. and the other children 

in foster care in our area! With deep appreciation, 
Katherine

Foster Parents Love Our Camps Too!

“Thank you for helping me get to 

three different camps. I had so much 

fun and an amazing time. Two were 

overnight camps and one a music 

camp. Now I have so much experience. 

You made my summer fun.”

Anna, age 10
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TFFC sent 13 middle and high school students on our first annual college tour in the DC and Baltimore 
area. When we began the tutoring program, getting our kids into college was a dream. Six years later we 
are tutoring college students and exposing our younger students to the possibility that higher education 
is for them too. Our first annual college tour was a rousing success with the partnership of the Joe Lee 
Hansley Foundation and we plan to continue college tours for years to come.

It was a night to remember! After scheduling and rescheduling the Gala in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, TFFC was thrilled to host the 2022 Gala and Art Auction. The event featured original paintings 
from foster youth, heart warming and impactful speeches from our special honorees and an incredible 
show of support from our community. Thank you to our 2022 Gala attendees and sponsors—it takes a 
village, and we are so glad to have you as part of ours. 

In 2022 TFFC partnered with Alpha Xi Delta , Delta Mu Sorority of ODU to raise awareness about the 
needs of foster youth. Alpha Xi Delta painted the Old Dominion University PRIDE rock—a rock on the 
ODU campus that is accessible to all student organizations to paint messages that are important to them. 
TFFC was happy to be featured on PRIDE rock along with foster care statistics, raising awareness among 
students that even if they are still in the midst of young adulthood, there are still actions they can take to 
help this vulnerable population.

Audra Bullock, TFFC President and Founder, was a 2022 Angels in Adoption Honoree. This award is 
given by the Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute and features a 2-day trip to DC to speak with 
congressional leaders about the state of adoption and foster care in the US. CCAI’s Angels in Adoption 
Leadership Program honors a wide spectrum of individuals and organizations making extraordinary 
contributions in adoption, permanency, and child welfare. Dr. Bullock was honored to be nominated by 
Senator Warner.

Special Events

2022 GALA

PAINT THE ROCK

ANGELS IN ADOPTION

FIRST ANNUAL COLLEGE TOUR
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This year was the year of expanded partnerships. On the service front, we added Commonwealth Catholic Charities of Virginia 
(CCC) as our newest foster care agency partner. This was an exciting and unique addition to our client base, as CCC provides 
foster care to refugee children. These are children who have fled their homes because of war, persecution, or other dangerous 
living situations. These children, who are settled through the United Nations, typically arrive in the United States without their 
parents. Commonwealth Catholic Charities of Virginia places these children—approximately 60 at the time of this report—in 
foster homes locally and across the state, where they are supported and cared for as they adjust to their new lives in the 
US. Tidewater Friends of Foster Care now serves these children with our full complement of programs, which requires some 
additional accommodations, for example, hiring new tutors with experience teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) and 
adding new holidays to the list of celebrations in our gifting program. We are proud to partner with CCC to make a difference for 
these special foster children.
	 We also expanded the duration of program access for our existing clients this year, so that we now serve foster youth 
throughout their educational journeys regardless of when or how they exit care. This was a big stride for our Educational Services 
program, whereby we have agreed to provide access to individualized tutoring for as long as a student needs it after they have 
exited foster care. We are underwriting this additional expense through our new TFFC Tutoring For All initiative—a for-profit 
business line where we offer tutoring services to the general public and use the profits to support tutoring for foster youth. It’s a 
win-win… buy one, give one, like the Tom’s shoe model. If you know of a student needing top-notch tutoring, please recommend 
TFFC Tutoring For All (TFFCtutoringforall.org)—it is a wonderful way to share our expert tutoring benefits for all children. 
	 Finally, we expanded our YMCA partnership this year in several remarkably impactful ways. First, we expanded the age eligibility 
to include children 3 years and older. Previously our minimum age requirement was 6 years old. The impact of this change was to 
expand access to the benefits of the YMCA for our foster parents, to promote whole-family wellness. When we look at the factors 
that lead to placement stability, parent wellness and self-care top the list. Furthermore, in a bold move to help ensure the very 
best case management for children and families in the foster care system, we opened our YMCA program to our foster care social 
workers as well. Social workers are the front line responders and principal advocates for vulnerable families and we feel it is 
important to support and care for them so they can show up with their very best for families in the foster care system. The YMCA 
has been an incredible partner in helping to underwrite these memberships—showing that they are the “Care” in Foster Care! 
	 We send our deepest gratitude to our YMCA Friends and Family for making such an impactful partnership in our community’s 
well being.

New Partnerships 
& Initiatives
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Through the generous contribution of donors, sponsors and supporters, TFFC has invested nearly $3.2M in improving outcomes 
for the foster youth of Hampton Roads since our founding in 2016. Aligned with our mission, we made investments that will 
have meaningful and lasting impacts in the lives of foster children. We work hard to ensure that every child served receives the 
very best services, with the most efficient use of resources possible. 
	 Our on-going commitment is that for every dollar given to TFFC, we invest at least 90% in programs that directly benefit 
foster youth, and to date, we have lived up to that promise! More than 93% of every dollar spent has been on our service 
programs. We have maintained this high investment efficiency by relying heavily on volunteers and community partnerships 
to keep our administrative costs as low as possible; for example, the TFFC President and Director, Audra Bullock, continues to 
donate 100% of her time to leading the organization. We have also built a core support staff, made up of both extraordinary 
full-time and part-time employees, to ensure our program integrity and quality of service remain top-notch. As we continue to 
grow and expand our geographic service regions, we are committed to keeping our pledge of efficacy and efficiency in making a 
difference for foster youth and their families.
	 The support to fund this programming is an amalgam of Institutional, Individual and In-kind donations. We rely on the 
generosity of our donors for the majority of our program support; however, we are growing our Tutoring For All business line 
as a revenue source for supporting the Educational Services for foster youth. The goal is to generate enough revenue through 
our tutoring services from Tutoring For All (tutoring for the general public) to eventually fully support the tutoring program for 
foster youth. We have affectionately dubbed it the Tom’s of Tutoring model, where you buy one hour of tutoring for your child/
student and give one hour of tutoring to a foster child/student. This business line is in its infancy, but something to keep an eye 
on as we grow it over the next several years.

DEVELOPMENT INVESTMENT

48.7%	 Individuals

31.8%	 Foundations & Corporations

16.6%	 In-Kind

2.9% 	 Other

14.88%	 Outreach / Recruiting

49.59%	 Tutoring Program

5.75%		  Camp Program

16.25%	 Holiday/Birthday Gifts

6.83%		  Extracurricular Activities

3.58%		  Administrative

3.12%		  Fundraising

Development & InvestmentNew Partnerships 
& Initiatives
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Anonymous 
James & Karen Sparks
Atlantic Bay Mortgage
Beazley Foundation Inc.
The Blocker Foundation
E. C. Wareheim Foundation
Hertz Investment Group, LLC
Landmark Foundation

Richard Litton Jr. & Audra M. Bullock
Gary & Glenda Philbin
Shearwater Foundation, Inc.
Hampton Roads Community Foundation: 
	 Sue Cook Winfrey Fund
	 Community Leadership Partners Fund 
	 Rebekah L. Huber Family Charitable Fund 3

Chesapeake Bay Wine Classic Foundation
Langley Foundation
Madison Title Agency
Emily Mapp-Brannon
Jeff & Cindy McWaters

Priority Automotive Charities
Kristin Sparks & Mark Sheggeby
The Virginia Beach Noblemen
The Perry Family Foundation

Phillip & Laura Cathlina
Connect With A Wish
James Barry Robinson Insitute
Millers Foundation
Katherine & Howard Pike

William & Lynn Roohan
Southeast Virginia Community Foundation
Mark & Michelle Warden
Williams Mullen Foundation

GUARDIANS 
($25,000 and over)

BENEFACTORS 
($10,000–$24,999)

AMBASSADORS  
($5,000–$9,999)

Our Donors & Supporters

Robert Childers
Children’s Hospital of The King’s Daughters
Harbor Group International, LLC
Dan & Tracy Keller 
Doug & Karen Mitchell
Regratifying Foundation

Carly Saviano
Sinclair Communications
Joseph & Carla Stoner
Suffolk Foundation
Jane Walsh
Wilbanks, Smith & Thomas

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church
Gerry & Chris Bolton
Mark & Mary Brock
Lauren Craig-Staffeld
David & Kathleen Halpin Fund

Collier Community Foundation
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Robert & Alicia Friedman
Bernard & Sharon Goodwyn
Chuck & Melissa Gray

DEFENDERS  
($2,500–$4,999)

CHAMPIONS  
($1,000–$2,499)

 18  |  Tidewater Friends of Foster Care



Sara Hewitt
Johnnie & Angelina Hopkins
James & Tricia Izard
Land Planning Solutions
Vincent & Suzanne Mastracco
Robert & Shirley McCartney
Mark & Emily Mersel
North Suffolk Rotary Club
Portsmouth Service League, Inc.
Rotary Club of Great Bridge, Inc.
The Starbucks Foundation
Woody & Roberta Woodard

McGuire Woods LLP:
 Kelly Bauer
 Richard Cromwell
 Sylvia Kasten
 Arliss Kastner
 Mary G Mayton
 Robert McFarland
 Jeanne Noonan
 John & Lee Ann Padgett
 William Waddell
 Kathryn Winn

American Online Giving Foundation Inc.
Angela Antoine
Dale & Rebecca Cater
Coastal Virginia Church
Daniel’s Blessing
Tim & Marcella Davis
Alan & Ann Dworetzky

eCountable
Hampton Roads Academy
Cherie James
Steven & Wendy Jensen
Ray & Kathryn King
Bobby Lawrence
Megan McKenzie

Stephen Medvick & Kate Lesser
Marc & Kathryn Powell
Ken & Windsor Shewbridge
Patrick & Cecile Tedesco
Tracey Trimyer
Virginia and John L. Sinclair Foundation

LEADERS  
($500–$999)

Alpha Xi Delta—Delta Mu
Jennifer Ardita
Nancy Kay Blackwell
Linda Bowers
Amy Brotman
Dwigth & Deborah Bullock
Jesse & Connie Burgess
Christian Community Foundation of 
	 Memphis & The Mid-South
Chuck & Kathy Davis
David & Liza Delpierre
Paula Dunkum

Embrace Treatment Foster Care
EnCircle
Richard Essenmacher
Families First of Virginia
Beverly Gibson
Grapevine
Regina & Randy Harrington
Todd Hollowell
Josh & Jamie Photography
Daniela Karanikas
John & Luisa Kropcho
Michelle Layne

Rober Layton
Bonnie Lenox
Steve & Stephanie Osler
Jade Penney
Rhonda Russell
Wayne & Anne Shank
Rich & Sunny Smith
The Bair Foundation
The Up Center
Virginia One Church One Child
Rebecca Woolard

ADVOCATES 
($250–$499)

Lorri Abdolahzade
Nancy Adelman
Sandra Barrett
Jane Batten

Micheal Belka
Garrett Berger
Bruce & Sarah Bishop
Bleakhorn Foundation
Colleen Brown

William & Astrid Casanova
Michelle Clary
Dionne Copeland
Toshanna Curran
Brionna Davis

SUPPORTERS 
($100–$249)

CHAMPIONS CONT.
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Tracy Davis
Michael Disharoon
William East
Kimberly Easter
Jo & Larry Eggers
Jack & Donna Ferguson
Paul & Maureen Flanagan
Heaven’s Tableland Christian Church
Arthur Hildebrandt
Kimberly Hobbs
Tricia Hudson
Mindy Hughes
Pavlina Ivanov
Kelly Jackson
Jacqueline Jones
Matthew & Malory Jones
George & Dorothy Kello
Elizabeth Kessler
Paul & Mary Kinyon
Kiwanis Club of Virginia Beach
Clifford & Lakysha Laing
Aubrey & Peggy Layne
Julie Lee
Richard & Jacqueline Limerick

Erin Lindstrom
Thomas Lipkins
William Major
Melissa Marshall
Joseph Matthews
L. McConnaghy
Hattie McFarland
McIntyre Stien & Ashby, PLC
Rebecca Miller
William & Lynn Monroe
Rebecca Moore
Maegan Myers
Poweielatei Nkengla
Otito Jewelry & Home Decor
Pamela Parham
William E. Parker
Susan Pender
Emily Phillips
Christine Points
Vanessa Powell
Jennifer Rawlings
Laurie Riddle
Ralph & Joy Rios
Jay & Laura Rixey

Brenda Roberts
Shane Roddy
Ryan & Christine Ross
Steve Sandoval
Lauren Sedlak
Lynn Shea
Hope Sinclair
Zach Sinclair
David & Deborah Stearns
Kristina Tatum
Jonathan Taylor
Kevin & Lauren Tremper
Andy & Jena Virga
Kathleen Washington
Kara Weaver
Pamela Wiegandt
Tammy Wiggs-Eastman
Venus Wilding
Beatrice Wingate
Lynda Wolfe
Patricia Yaiser
Naomi Yoder
Gregory & Melody Young
Megan Zinck

Alex Avril
Susan Bernard
Bhav Brigade
Kerashia Brown
Alvah Chapman
Charitable Aid Foundation America
Charlie & Barbara Davis
Deanna Coleman
Cottage Sunshine Club
Mark Crawford
Terry Deroche
Nichola Diaz
Donna Doughty
Jacqueline Downs
Brian Dubugue
Shauna Epps
Kathleen Faulkner

Philip Ford
Ronny & Lisa Gehring
Frederick Gehrling
Stephanie Gorham
Christina Green
Andre Hampton
Curtis Hanson
Peter Harris
Beverly Heart
Jennifer Hennis
Paul Heymann
Kelly Jackson
Frederick Jacobs
Trancy Jamison
Janice Johnson
Lawanda Jones
Koor Kaur

Sheila Kilpatrick
Michelle King
Samantha Lingad
Eileen Livick
Andrea Manaskie
Jason Markham
Donald McDaniel
Mary McGowan
Harriet McMaster
Kitty McMaster
Nathaniel McMaster
Pamela Minor
Denise Mitchell
Katheryn Mitchell
Lisa Morgan
Tom & Elizabeth Murphy
Deborah Nevitt

FRIENDS 
($10–$99)
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Jocelyn Adams
Paula Agate
Katrina Aguirre
Athena Agustin
Mary Ahrens
Jenna Aiken-Ritzmann
Elizabeth Ainspac
Juli Albero
Mickey Amaro
Lauren Amendolare
Kimberly Ammons
Patrina Amos
Justine Anderson
Gina Lynn Anderson
Brian & Tina Anderson
Jessica Annette
Angela Antoine
Jennifer Ardita
Amanda Armstrong
Samantha Arnette
Elizabeth Aultice
Alex Avril
Alex Babb
Tamra Bailey
Nicole Baker
Curtis Baker
Theresa Baker
Megan Baluyot
Lauren Banks
Lynne & Tom Barrett
Reagan Barrett
Lori Bartee
Lauren Bassillo
Alexis Beaver
Julie Beck

Michael Belka
Leslie Bell
Carly Bennyhoff
Amy Berry
Alyssa Beyrodt
Tanya Bhasin
Debbie Billips
Susan Blake
Taylor Blenk
Faith Blevins
Alana Block
Gerry Bolton
Courtney Booth
Jessica Boothe
Jeremy & Jessie Boudreaux
Angela Bounds
Tracy Bourne
Toni Boyd
Tara & Paul Brabenec
Mary Jo Bradley
Addison Rochelle Brecht
Dani Brinson
Keana Britten
Mary Brock
Renee Broermann
Sameerah Brown
Anthony Brown
Rebecca Brown
Andrea Brown
Tonya Brown
Suzanne Bueltel-Beckett
Audra Bullock
Stacy Bundy
Thquita Bunting-Oliver
Miles Burcher

Deborah Burgsteiner
Jackie Burke
Sandy Burnette
Susan Butler
Amanda Butler
April Byrd
Heather Byrum
Heather Caldwell
Socorro Calupitan
Karen Campbell
Lisa Carnell
Sarah Caro
Kathleen Carpenter
John & Stefanie Carr
Maia Carson
Matthew & Krystyn Case
Arviette Cason
Gary Cason
Erin Cason
Jamileht Castro
Fiona Charles
Julie Chop
Rebecca Clark
Michelle Clark
Tierra Clarke
Alishia Coleman
Natalie & Kwame 
	 Coleman-Edusei
Amy Colin
Danielle Collins
Tabitha Columbare
Mary Commander
DeAndra Connally
Amanda & Pat Cook
Laura Cope

Mary Copeland
Janice Corpin
Cara Cotter
Jessica Cramer
Chrystal Crawley
Debra Cromartie
Brittany Cromwell
Christina Cumbia
Toshanna Curran
Sandra Cushman
Richelle Custis
Sara Dailey
Comeka Danyell Stephen
Jamie Darden
Melissa Dassau
Amy Datoc
Stacey Davidson
Woodrow Davidson
Ruth Deibler
Liza Delpierre
Tory Delpierre
Michelle Demuro
Bridget Dennis
Salvatore DeRogatis &  
	 Michelle Ausura
Karley Devera
Stephanie Dickens
Michelle Dieges
Chauncey & Bonita Dildy
Kelly Disharoon
Amanda Dombrowski
Carolyn Donne
Laura Doody
Katy Dooley
Kristie Dore

OUR GIFT 
SPONSORS

Norfolk City Attorney’s Office
Marian Pender
Brina Powell
Suzanne Peryear
Jill Ravenelle
Robert Reid
Katie Sasser

Tabatha Silvers
The Addison Group
Lisa Thibodeau
Erica Tripp-Wiggins
Ronece Tyler
Barbara Vasko
Melvin Vaughn

Alan & Linda Vigneault
Beverly Ward
Denise Wheeler
Jennifer Wilkins
Angela Wilson
Jackie Wilson
Denise Wise-David

FRIENDS
CONT.
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Linda Dowd
Lakeeissa Drakeford
Christina Duncan
Wendy Dunlap
William & Kathy Dunlap
Mark Dunlap
Olushola Durojaiye
Andrea Dyksterhouse
Lauren Eady
Kevon Jamar Easley
Eula Edler
Jennifer Edwards
Terrance Edwards
Lisa Edwards-Soblotne
Jamie Elder
Shari Epps
Richard & Laurie Erie
Margaret Eshenour
Jai Essenmacher
Renee Fairchild
Alecia Faison
Kathleen Faulkner
Phyllis Fedele
Alfred Fenner
Tianna Ferch
Claire Finale
Brandi Fisher
Matthew Fisher
Diana Fisher
Erica Flack
Carol Flynn
Kathryn Foley
Susan Foster
Amanda Fox
Paige Fraasch
Michelle Freeman
Gina French
Robert & Alicia Friedman
Susan Funk
Bug Gallagher
Alondra Garcia
Elizabeth Glaser
Mary Ellen Goodman
Ashley Goodwin
Kiandra Graham
Melissa Gray

Nakkia Gray
Ron Green
Rebecca Groman
Sheldon & Betsy Gudde
Anke Hacker
Mia Halla
Timothy Wayne Hamilton
Taconya Hammond
Jason Hancock
Katharine Hanna
Regina & Randy Harrington
Grace Harrison Betterton 
Kathryn Hartley
Rebecca Hartley Creech
Princess Haskins
Courtney Hawkins
Inde Hawkins
Candy Hayes
Gwendolyn Haynes
Mary Katey Hays
Kathryn Haywood
Helene Hendrickson
Arielle Hendrix
Sheera Herrell
Lynne Hiatt
DeAnna Hilton
George Hoddinott
Melissa Hodges
Jenn Holden
Lavonne Holley
Cherie Hollins
Andreanetta Hollowell 
Nancy Howard
Crystal Howser
Stephanie Hudson
Tricia Hudson
Margaret Hueisler
Jennifer Huelsberg
Michelle Huffman
Kim Hurst
Peter Ikeda
Katie Ilapit
Kareesa Irwin
Matthew & Bonnie Ivester
Andrea Jackson
Christopher Jacobs

Lynn Jacobs
Charlie James
Kathy James
Ryan Jessee
Sonyia Johnson
LaVar Johnson
Vanessa Johnson
Manda & Kenneth Jones
Julie Kalaikai
Joann Kennedy
Megan Kern
Kammy Ketterman
Savannah Kimble
LaToya King
Amber Kirby
Wendy Koelsch
Emma Kolar
Destiney Kooiman
Julie Kuebler
Carol LaFauci
Lakysha Laing
Lauren Lakey
Erin Lasseter
Hollis Lawyer
Caitlin Laxton
Kristie Le-Vest
Rebecca Lear
Kate Leser
Natasha Leshanski
Jessica Lewis
Imani & Franscisco Lewis
Jacqui Lewis
Emily Lieb
Stephanie Light
Krystal & Lionell Lilly
David Lindley
Erin Lindstrom
Cheryl Linker
Michelle Livingston
Abbey Lombardo
Sdeja Lowe
Molly Lowther
Juliana Lyons
Elisabeth Magnin
Ann Marie Mallore
Emily Mapp-Brannon

Hillary Markiewicz
Ronaydee Marquez
Gabriel Marquez
Becca Martin
Nicole Masian
Mawiyah Mason
Vickie Matheis
Devona Matthews
Whittney Matthews
Michelle McAllister
Constance McCallister
Andria McClellan
Ashley McCray
Timothy McDaniel
Maureen McElfresh
Janet McGraw
Joyce McKeever
Victoria McKenzie
Ashley McKown
Tom McNally
Amanda McWhirter
Amy & Mark Metzger
Crystal Midlik
Sharon Miles
Mitsubishi Chemical
Megan Montoya
Elizabeth Moran-DeWald
Holly Morgan
Carrie Mosser
Renee Mullins
Karen Munson
Shannon Murphy
Christina Murray
Rebecca Myers
Chrissy Myers
Nicole Naidyhorski
Bobby Nance
Kristi Nassif
Shannon Neiman
Francis Nelson
Patrick Nemeth
Debbie Nevitt
Ruth Newsom
Maureen Nichols 
Tiearra Nicholson
Nikki Nixon

GIFT 
SPONSORS
CONT.
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Rebecca Noble
Jackie Norman
Marilyn Norvell
Terri Nottingham
Martine Nuera
Suzanne O’Donnell
Diana Oblisk
Julie & Paul Olson
Katherine Olson
Chrystal & Timothy Ott
Ashley Ottaway
Amanda Otto
Lauren Overman
Nicole Overn
Latrena Owens
Gabriella Palacios
Jamie Peed
Michelle Pestik
Danielle Phillips
Trena Phillips
Elaine Piccillo
Ashley Picklesimer
Amanda Platte
Christine Points
Kathryn & Marc Powell
Natalie Powell
Tom Powell
Jeffrey Price
Connie Pritchard
Amanda Pryor
Robin Putnam
Carol Quinn
Kelli Ragland
Candice Rambo
Stephanie Randall
Meghan Randolph
Kim Rath
Anna Rathbone
Amber Reeves
TJ Reid
Caylin Marie Reid
Lahnie Reilly
Julie Rekant
Colleen Renk-Hamlin
Mary Beth Rhodes
Raquel Ricci

Audrey Rice
Courtney Richard
Karen Richardson
Dylan Richmond
Ann Rivenbark
Sarymar Rivera
Laura Rixey
Kaitlin Robb
Alex Robertson
Danielle Robertson
Ashley Roehrman
Nicolette Rose
Jennifer Rosenberg
Autumn Rudick
Cassie Ruggles
Rhonda Russell
Kelley Russo
Carolyn Russo
Kyle Ryan
Erica Nicole Ryder
Sherri Sabol
Sara Salter
Ashleigh Sanzone
Carmon Schietzelt
Candice Schobel
Patsy Schutte
Tracy Scott
Jaielle Scott
Randal Scott Smith
Jessica Sechrist
Monique Serges
Grace Sharlun
Marshall Shelton
Ken Shewbridge
Jane Short
Sarah Showalter
Julie Shrodes
Melissa Sikorski
Lindsey Silvestro
Steven Simmons
Caryle Sims
Hannah Sinclair
Laurie Slone
Kalei Smith
Kristin Sparks
Janelle St Louis

Stefanie Stacy
Theresa Jo Stafford
Kaitlin Stiffler
Kate Stosick
Andrea Strickhouser 
Erin Suarez
Logan Sundra
Jill Sykes
Amy Tarbay
Blair Taylor
Toni Taylor
Lauren Taylor
Alison Tem
Tammy Theriault
Josephine Thomas
Brian & Sara Thomas
Jennifer Tobola
Debbie Toms
Alysha Townsend
Tracey Trimyer
Ashleigh Tripp
Jessica Truax
Leland Turner
Cara Turner
Corene Tuttle
Cindy & Mark Urben
Chrisse Van
Meredith VanWagner
Alexandria Velez
Julia Vicchio
Tabatha & Jacques Viljoen
Beth Vinson
Virginia Beach Noblemen
Deb Vollmer
Charity Volman
Amy Waddill
Courtney Wagner
Amy Waldrop
Erin Walsh
Elise Walthall
Shawanee Waters
Heather Weaver
Erica Webb
Tiffany Weddle
Tracy Weekley
Maria Weissenseel

Kelly Welch
Christie Welko
Dana Wells
Whitney West
Hillary Westbrook
Jennifer Wetmore
Suzanne Wheatley
Courtney Wheeler
Caprice White
Brittney & Justin Whitehead
Tina Whitford
Traci Whitson
Lindsay Widener
Jolene Williams
Rob Williams
Erica Williams
Camille Wilson
Megan Windle
Lois J. Windle
Laura Winn
Carrie Rae & James Wiser
Ashley Wisniewski
Mari-Carroll Wolfe
Liz Wolfson
Tonya Wood
Miranda Wooten
Melinda Wren
Gabby Yeager
Patricia Yeiser
Autumn Young
Janay Young
Charlotte Young

GIFT 
SPONSORS
CONT.

Disclaimer
Donor list accurate 1/1/2022—12/31/2022. 

We sincerely apologize for any inadvertent 

omissions or errors. 

Please contact Tidewater Friends of Foster 

Care Development Office at 757-227-4187 

for corrections. 
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Thank You to Our Sponsors

Shearwater 
FOUNDATION, Inc.

The Blocker  
FOUNDATION

Virginia & 
John L. Sinclair
FOUNDATION

Perry Family 
FOUNDATION
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If you are interested in becoming a Tidewater Friends of Foster Care sponsor, please contact us at info@tidewaterffc.org. 

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Thank You to Our 
Tutoring Program 
Champions

Champion Sponsors provide a full year of tutoring 

for one or more students in our tutoring program. 

Thank you to our Tutoring Program Champion 

Sponsors: Together with all of our tutoring support-

ers, you have changed the lives of our students for 

the better and we are grateful! 

Atlantic Bay Mortgage
Beazley Foundation
Southeast Virginia Community Foundation
The Millers Foundation
Langley Foundation
Hampton Roads Community Foundation:  
	 Sue Cook Winfrey and Community  
	 Leadership Partners funds,
Chesapeake Bay Wine Classic Foundation

Portsmouth Service League, Inc.
Connect With A Wish
Rotary Club of Great Bridge
James & Karen Sparks
Tracy & Dan Keller
Mark & Michelle Warden
Gerry & Chris Bolton
Chuck & Melissa Gray 
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As we move forward into 2023 and beyond, TFFC has three core areas of focus: expanding geographic access, whole family 
wellness, and preventing entry into foster care. With as many as 7000 children interacting with the foster care system in Virginia 
each year, we are continually working to expand our programming into new geographic regions to make sure that all children in 
the guardianship of the Commonwealth have access to the resources they need and an environment in which they can thrive. 
Creating this environment requires federal, state, and local resources, as well as community-based partners, like TFFC and our 
supporters, all working together with foster parents and families of origin in ways that are conducive to developing healthy 
families. As we say often, it takes a village, and for those in foster care, it takes a broadly reaching, emotionally intelligent, 
strategic village. 
	 At the same time that we expand our geographic reach, we are focused on deepening our impact for the foster youth and 
families we currently serve. Through maintaining our robust programming and extending access to our programming after children 
have exited foster care, we are working to reduce re-entry into foster care and help ensure long-term success. The needs of youth 
in care do not stop when they exit care. Indeed, most often the need for ongoing community-based resources is greatest once chil-
dren have exited care, certainly so, when exit is to family of origin. This is why TFFC has opened access to our programing for foster 
youth indefinitely after exiting foster care. Now a student can continue in our tutoring program until they finish school, regardless of 
whether that is high school, trade school, or college. The more successful these youth are in day-to-day life, the less likely they will 
be to need to interface with the child welfare, human services, or justice systems as young adults. Further, we have embraced the 
initiative of whole-family wellness, because caregivers—and we include social workers in this caregiving group—can only show 
up and give their best when they themselves are at their best. To this end, we have expanded access to wellness activities for all 
caregivers—foster parents, bio parents, and social workers—so that the village that cares for these children is at its best.
	 Finally, in acknowledging that the best way to prevent poor outcomes from a system is to avoid the system altogether, we 
are focusing our efforts on prevention of entry into foster care. We do this by partnering with underserved children and families 
within the community to provide resources that will help alleviate some of the typical stressors that can lead to family disruption. 
This is a new arena for TFFC, but one that we feel we are able to assist in, particularly with our tutoring program. The pandemic 
has wreaked havoc on students’ academic performance, among many other areas of school life. Many schools throughout the 
area are resourced sufficiently to provide additional academic tutoring for their students, but not all are and these are dispro-
portionately immersed in communities that have been historically underserved. Poverty, unfortunately, but not unexpectedly, is 
highly correlated to foster care. Our goal in providing access to our services for underserved children is to help alleviate some of 
the stressors that end up driving children into foster care. This will require front loading resources, but ultimately, we feel this 
investment will yield net positive returns and more importantly healthier, happier families. As always, we are so grateful to our 
supporters for their partnership in making this work possible.
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Enriching the Lives of Foster Children in Need

999 Waterside Dr. 
Suite 430
Norfolk, VA 23510

757-227-4187
tidewaterffc.org

 @tidewaterffc
 @tidewaterffc

 /tidewaterffc

Tidewater Friends of Foster Care (TFFC) is a charitable organization 

making a positive impact in the lives of foster children in Hampton 

Roads. Founded by foster parents Richard Litton and Audra Bullock 

in June of 2016, TFFC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, funded exclusively 

by private donations and foundation grants, serving over 750 foster 

children annually. Our services span foster homes throughout Virginia 

and even across state lines, with the goal of enriching the lives of as 

many foster children as possible. We partner with local social service 

agencies, businesses and non-profits to facilitate access to resources 

that will improve outcomes for all of the foster youth that we serve.

WHO WE ARE…


